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In the light of the discussions in this committee the French delegation
had drafted a new proposal,1 in the form of an additional chapter to
the British draft convention, and this draft was also considered by
the General Commission on the 6th June. According to this French
proposal, the manufacture of arms would be prohibited except in
establishments belonging to the State or directly supervised by it,
and restrictions would be imposed on the quantities of arms that
might be manufactured or imported or supplied to other countries.
The French representative explained that his Government had not
abandoned the opinion that the private manufacture of armaments
ought to be entirely suppressed, but in the meantime they would
accept international control of manufacture. Unless the convention
contained some provision for such control, they would not be able
to give it their approval. The discussion which followed showed that
the majority of the delegates were in favour of the insertion in the
convention of detailed provisions for the regulation of the manu-
facture of, and trade in, arms, but that there was not yet general
agreement regarding the nature of the control. The French proposals
were opposed by the representatives of Italy and of Japan. Herr
Nadolny was prepared to agree to some measure of control if state
and private manufacture received equal treatment, but he rejected
the idea of prohibiting private manufacture. Mr. Eden expressed
the British Government's preference for the system of control of
exports by licence and publicity for manufacture. Finally, it was
left to the rapporteur (Monsieur Komarnicki of Poland) to prepare
texts for the second reading of the convention in consultation with
delegations which were specially interested in the matter.
On the 7th June the General Commission discussed a report2 which
it had received from the National Defence Expenditure Commission.
This report was based on the conclusions reached by the Technical
Committee on National Defence Expenditure, whose report3 had
been completed on the 8th April after thirteen months of practically
continuous labour. The Technical Committee, which had dealt with
every technical aspect of the problem of the limitation and publicity
of expenditure, based its conclusions on a complete examination of
documentary information supplied by nineteen states (including all
the great military Powers), and a partial examination of the material
supplied by ten other states. The expenditure of these twenty-nine
states represented ninety per cent, of the total military expenditure
of the World. The members of the committee formed the opinion,
1 Document Conf. D./C.G./122.                       * Document Conf. D. 161.
3 Document Conf. D. 158.
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